
340 S. Sunset Street 
Longmont, CO 80501 

 

Phone: 303.772.7286 
Attendance 720.494.3606 

Fax: 303.485.0394 
 

www.twinpeakscharter.org 
 

Our Legacy:  
“Academic Excellence” 

 March Calendar 
 

11—2nd Grade OM 3:15-
4:30PM; Jazz Band 3:20-4PM; 
MS Soccer Practice 3:30-5PM; 
MS OM 3:30-4:30PM; Rock 
Climbing 3:30-4:30PM; Music 
Program for  Ms. Dolinar’s & 
Mrs.  Fetters’ classes 6:30PM; 
Music Program for Mrs. Ten-
kely’s class 7:30PM 
 

12—Teacher Work Day- 
No School for Students 

 

15—5th Grade Band 3:20-4PM 
 

16—Marketing Committee 
meets 9-10:30AM; Jazz Band 
3:20-4PM; MS Soccer Practice 
3:30-5PM; Rock Climbing 3:30-
4:30PM; MS Choir & Band 
Performance 7PM 
 

17—Finance Committee meets 
7:15-8AM; Kindergarten field 
trip to Boulder Dinner Theatre 
9:15-11:45AM; MS Soccer prac-
tice 3:30-5PM; BOD High 
School planning session 6PM 
 

18—No School for Kindergar-
ten; Early Release Day for 
Grades 1-8 1PM; Parent/
Teacher Conferences 2-8PM; 
Parent Meeting for 2010 8th 
Grade Trip to DC 7PM 
 

19—No School for Kindergar-
ten; Early Release Day for 
Grades 1-8 1PM; Parent/
Teacher Conferences 2-7PM 
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Attention 8th Grade Parents and Students: 
 

There will be an informational meeting for the 
2010 Washington DC trip on Thursday, March 
18 at 6PM in the IMC.  All 8th grade students 
who are traveling to DC and their parents 
must attend the meeting.  Please contact Erika 
Bloink at bloink_erika@stvrain.k12.co.us if 
you cannot attend.   

New Student Breakfast:  
March 19 

 

Do you have a 3rd-8th grade student who is new to TPCA this year?  
Remind your child about the New Student Breakfast on March 19.  
Students should listen for the special announcement that morning 
which will let them know when it is time to attend! 

" Thank you to all of the 
YMCA after-school care 
kids who participated in last 
week's playground clean-up! A 
special thanks to Sanjith Suresh 
and Peter Kubiak, both of 
whom went beyond expecta-
tions and refused to quit until every piece of 
garbage in the playground area was bagged 
and canned.  Great job, guys!”  
Mr. Vijay & Ms. Clare 

Attention Chess Club Members: 
Due to the district wide 
chess tournament at 
Altona Middle School 
on Monday, March 15, 
there will be no chess 
club that day. 
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Character  
Corner:  

(brought to you by  
Mrs. Lori West,  

School Counselor) 
 

Fairness: The clip from 
Glory showed us what equal 
treatment means in our 
daily lives. What happens if 
we choose to think we are 
better or special? What do 
we communicate to those 
around us when we fail to 
follow the expected rules? 
How does our own integrity 
come into play if we choose 
to change previously agreed 
upon “terms of engage-
ment”? A lively discussion 
ensued concerning life in 
the middle school hallway 
and classrooms. When we 
exercise our own powers of 
self-control to treat those 
around us in a fair and con-
sistent manner, we begin the 
life work of building our 
own person.  

2009-2010 CSAP SCHEDULE 

    16-Mar 17-Mar 18-Mar 19-Mar 

8:30-10    
6 Read 
7 Read/Write 
8 Read 

6 Read 
7 Read 
8 Write 

8 Read   

            

9:45-11   4 Read 
5 Read 5 Write 5 Read/Write 5 Science 

            

10:45-12:15   7 Write 
8 Science 8 Science 8 Science   

            

12:40-2:10   4 Write 
6 Write   

Early Release for 
PT Conferences 

Early Release for 
PT Conferences 

        

1:15-2:45   3 Math 
5 Science 

3 Math 
4 Reading 
5 Science 

Clothesline Protest 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents:  Stop by room 214 during 
Parent/Teacher Conferences to view 
the 8th Grade Social and Environmental 
Activism Unit projects. 

Want something fun to do this weekend? 
 

Have you ever been curious about Odyssey of the 
Mind and wondered if it would be right for your 
child?  Looking for some great free entertainment?  
Come cheer on the TPCA OM teams this Saturday at 
Berthoud High School from 8am-4pm.   
 

Last weekend all of the TCPA teams did a great job.  
The 5th grade team placed 2nd!    

Congratulations! 
Three TPCA 8th Graders made it into 
performing groups at Niwot High School 
for next fall.  Michael DeMatteo will 
play alto sax in the Lefthand Jazz Ensem-
ble, Sarah Antonucci will play cymbals 
in the drumline, and Kelly Kuhn  will 
perform in the color guard.   

Way to go, music students! 

Thank you to the many 
people who were involved 
in bringing this fabulous 

production to life!  The 
performances were 

smashing! 



Administrators : 
BJ Buchmann, Principal:  
buchmann_bj@stvrain.k12.co.us 
 

Danielle Feeney, Asst. Principal: 
feeney_danielle@stvrain.k12.co.us 
 

Mic Finn, Dean of Students 
finn_mic@stvrain.k12.co.us 
 

Board of Directors: 
Pete Wanninger, President 
pwanninger@ieee.org 
 

Chris Labbe, Vice President 
chris-tpcabod@sunshinelobby.com 
 

Robert DuBois, Treasurer  
rrdubois@me.com 
 

Mark Newson, Secretary  
markcnewson@comcast.net 
 

Darlene Brown, Member 
dbrown@svvcu.org 
 

Kathy DeMatteo, Member 
Longmontco@tutoringclub.com 
 

Wendy Allen, Member 
wendyeallen@msn.com 

GOT BOOKS? 
 

The PTO is hosting a 
Used Book and Media 
Sale! March 18 and 19, 
from 10AM-7PM.    
 

Please consider donating your 
used books & media.  
 

Please contact Mike Rose with 
any questions (303) 776-1056 or 
longmontroses@aol.com. 

We need your help. 
 

BOD Election—March 18 & 19 
We need volunteers to hand out informa-
tion and ballots during Parent/Teacher 
Conferences for the Board of Directors 
2010 spring election.  A sign up sheet is 
located on the Volunteer Table or contact 
Beverly Weinberg: 
Weinberg_Beverly@stvrain.k12.co.us 

Page 3 Timberwolf Howl (lite) 

1. Executive Session:  6:00 PM 
Executive Session minutes:  February 24, 2010 
Student 24-6-402 (4) (h)  
Personnel 24-6-402 (4) (f) 
Real Estate  

2. Regular Session: 7:00PM  (PUBLIC IS INVITED) 
3. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance: (7:01) 
4. Amendments to the Agenda: (7:02) 
5. Audience Participation: (7:03) 
6. Recognition: (7:15) 
7. Administrator’s Report: (7:17) 
8. Treasurer’s Report: (7:24) 
9. Approval of Minutes: (7:30)  February 24, 2010; March 3, 2010 
10. Action Items: (7:35) 

First Reading 
Second Reading 

09-022  2010-2011 TPCA Budget – DuBois  
09-023  2010-2011 District Contract – Wanninger 
09-024  T-IC-ICA-E 2010-2011 School Calendar – DeMatteo 
09-025  T-GCOA-E-8 Faculty/Accountability Survey – Wanninger  

Third Reading 
11. Discussion (7:45) 

High School Project Status – Wanninger 
Election – DuBois 
School Electronic Sign – DeMatteo 
2011 8th grade DC trip – Wanninger 
PTO Fun Run – Wanninger 

12. Board Communication (8:15) 
13. Consent Items: (9:00) 

Executive Session Minutes: February 24, 2010 
Student 
Personnel 
Real Estate 
School Electronic Sign 

14. Board Meeting Review by Board Secretary: (9:05) 
15. Adjournment: (9:06) 

Board Meeting Agenda, March 10, 2010 

Food Drive for 
the OUR Center 
coming soon! 
watch for details in 
next week’s Howl... 



TPCA BOD Nomination Questionnaire 
Spring 2010 Election 

 
I,  Wendy Allen would like to declare my nomination as a candidate for the Twin Peaks Charter Academy Board 
of Directors.   
 
 

1. Why did you choose TPCA?  
 

Our family chose TPCA 8 years ago when our first child was starting kindergarten.  We liked the Core Knowledge cur-
riculum, consistent class sizes and the ability to get involved as parents. 
 
2. How have you been involved with TPCA? 
 

I've enjoyed volunteering in many different ways over the years including; being room mom, giving spelling tests, work-
ing with math groups, compiling Thursday folders, helping in library, etc.  Last year I served on the Curriculum Com-
mittee, where we researched the new Spanish curriculum and aligned the middle school Science program with the Core 
Knowledge scope, ensuring we also include the Colorado state standards.  This year I had the pleasure to serve on the 
board after winning the special election in the fall that had me serving for just the school year.  I have learned so much 
about the school, how the governance works and looking at the bigger picture.  I’m also serving on the High School and 
Curriculum Committees.  It would take too long to tell you all the exciting things that are happening on these committees 
but I feel I’ve had an important part in the decision-making regarding the new high school and our rich curriculum. 
 
3. Tell us about yourself? 
 

I grew up in Longmont and attended CU where I received a degree in Psychology with an emphasis on Early Childhood 
Education.  I taught preschool and was the director of a private preschool in Boulder for 10 years. I've been married to 
my husband, Steve, for 15 years and we've lived in the Longmont area for 12 years. We have 3 children; Kayla (7th), 
Luke (4th) and Max (1st) grade.  In my spare time I enjoy reading, scrapbooking and spending time outdoors.   
 
4. What do you offer the Board of Directors and the TPCA Community? 
 

I offer a perspective of a highly involved parent at Twin Peaks.  I'm committed to the future of TPCA, as my youngest is 
in 1st grade.  I have an understanding of Core Knowledge and it's foundation in our educational philosophy.  Having 
spent the last 6 months on the board, I definitely would have less of a learning curve than someone who is new.  I’ve also 
learned so much and would like to now serve a regular 2 year term.  
 

5. What do you see as the biggest challenge the Board will face in the next two years? 
 

The two biggest challenges facing the board are adding the high school and maintaining our high standards, great 
teachers and low numbers in the classroom while balancing our budget with the expected drop in funding.  

 
6. Why do you want to serve as a TPCA Board member? 

 

I have enjoyed working with the other board members, brainstorming new ideas and using some on my creativity this 
school year and would love the opportunity to continue doing so for a full term. 



TPCA BOD Nomination Questionnaire 
Spring 2010 Election 

  
 I,  _Chris Labbe_ would like to declare my nomination as a candidate for the Twin Peaks Charter  Academy 
Board of Directors.   
 
  

1. Why did you choose TPCA? 
 

We chose TPCA when looking for alternatives to traditional education for our children.  We didn't know much about 
Core Knowledge or charter schools at the time, but have come to appreciate both after watching our kids excel in this 
environment.  
 
2. How have you been involved with TPCA? 
 

I have been on the Board since June of 2005.  I've done work with the accountability and technology committees and 
spent the past three years working as part of the New Facility committee.  Now it's time to think High School, and I'm 
very active in this effort. 
 
3. Tell us about yourself? 
 

I am married to Pam Labbe and father to Olivia, currently in fifth grade at TPCA, and Cameron, currently in 3rd 
grade.  Pam and I moved to Colorado in 1995 when I began working for Maxtor Corporation here in Longmont.  In 1997 
we bought our first house and began to call Longmont home.  I worked for Maxtor for seven years and have now been 
employed by Seagate Technology since.  We are proud citizens of Longmont and even prouder members of the TPCA 
family. 
  
4. What do you offer the Board of Directors and the TPCA Community? 
 

My career in technology and management of technology teams has provided me many skills that I would like to use for a 
greater good than my everyday job.  Until very recently I held a position of organizational directorship for the VP of 
Manufacturing Engineering at Seagate.  This was a position that involved management of managers, project and technol-
ogy selection as well as direction, motivation and training for my teams.  I hold a degree in electrical engineering and I 
am trained and experienced in project management, decision making, statistical processes, personnel management, hiring 
and discipline. 
  
5. What do you see as the biggest challenge the Board will face in the next two years?  
 

Finances.  The fiscal climate has led to budget cuts and at the State level and this will have significant impact to TPCA's 
historically solid budget process. 
 
6.  Why do you want to serve as a TPCA Board member? 
 

It has taken me years to figure out how to function in this role and help the school.  I am eligible for one more term and 
would like to continue learning and helping in any way possible. 



TPCA BOD Nomination Questionnaire 
Spring 2010 Election 

 
I,  _Mark Newson__would like to declare my nomination as a candidate for the Twin Peaks Charter Academy 
Board of Directors.   

 
1. Why did you choose TPCA? 
 

My son, who is now in 7th grade enrolled in 3rd grade  We entered the lottery and crossed our fingers desperately hoping 
that we would be successful. The district school was failing us. True their school lacked discipline and did not reinforce 
family values but, what was most egregious, was that they failed to inspire my son academically.  We got the call from 
Marilyn and we saw that TPCA would give him the opportunity to become successful and happily that has been 
achieved.    
 
2. How have you been involved with TPCA? 
 

I have served on the school board for 4 years where, as well as performing the duties of the board secretary, I have been 
part of the board that brought us our new home. As an active member of the Marketing Committee I managed the con-
struction of the new website and assisted with the “Results Matter” marketing campaigns. I am also proud that was able 
to arranged for the Immigration Service to use our school commons for the first TPCA sponsored Longmont Naturaliza-
tion ceremony. I have volunteered at many of my kindergarten son’s events.   
 
3. Tell us about yourself?  
 

I have two brilliant sons and a beautiful wife. I am now a naturalized citizen, an American although, I am told, I haven’t 
been able to completely washout my Britishness. I work within sales and marketing and I have owned a small travel 
business sadly not as active as I am.   
 
4. What do you offer the Board of Directors and the TPCA Community? 
 

With 4 years on the job I know how the school is runs intimately. Luckily, I am able to put in the time and I have the 
skills and  motivation to continue to work for TPCA.     
 
5. What do you see as the biggest challenge the Board will face in the next two years?  
 

We are about to enter a finical crunch period where the school’s income will probably be severely reduced. We will 
need to look closely at all aspects of our spending. I am want to make sure that this situation will not have a severe im-
pact on our academic programs.  The proposed TPCA High School will need an energetic board to complete the task.  
Although it should not lose focus on the elementary and middle schools to continue for them to be effectively cared for.  
 
6. Why do you want to serve as a TPCA Board member?  
 

I will see one son graduate next year yet, my younger son will continue his journey through at 1st grade later this year 
and so will our involvement with TPCA.  I hope I have been an effective board member in the past and with this experi-
ence, I wish to carry on helping to make TPCA the best school in the County and an example to others.  


